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Welcome 
• Objectives 
• Background 
• Strategies/Tools 

 



Objectives 
• Goals not Expectations 
• Creativity 
• Communication 
• Collaboration 



•  Students create original 
content: creativity 
•  Students work together: 
collaborate 
•  Students share and create 
critique: communication 



Remember: 
Tell 
The 
Story 
 
 
 



Writers’ Room 
 
 
 



Beginnings: 
Shared Worlds in 
Literature (& Games) - 
Sanctuary, Wild 
Cards, Expanse 
 
 
 



Beginnings: 
Shared Worlds in 
Games - 
Gringold Campaign, 
Cluefinders 
 
 
 



Original Map of Gringold 



Cluefinders Fifth Grade Adventures 



World Without Oil-Jane McGonigal 

“Play it before you live it.” 
1,700 writers for a 
month… 



Dispatches From Elsewhere-Jason Segel 

2008-Jeff Hull ARG for an 
SF State project. 



The Game Academy 

Curriculum Design 
Meets RPGs 



Collaborative 
Guidelines: Lines & 
Veils Make this creative arena a safe place of 

mutual trust, a collaborative 
conversation, teacher has final word. 
• Lines are areas one does not cross 
• Veils are scenes that may be 
uncomfortable, so they take place off-camera 
• X-card-something may come up in the 
course of this unit a student finds 
uncomfortable, plays the x-card triggers 
further definition of lines and veils 
 



Hero’s Reality: Near Future Imagination Collision 
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Hero’s Reality: Near Future Imagination Collision 



WHAM: Where Heroes are Made 
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WHAM: Where Heroes are Made 
HOT: Heroes of Time 
 ●  Successful subject crossover 

●  Role-playing prompts for 
writing/illustration 

●  Writing from character’s 
point of view 

●  Choices using d20 system 
●  Writing and speaking to 

enhance comic- narrative & 
dialogue 



WHAM: Where Heroes are Made 
HOT: Heroes of Time 
 



WHAM: Where Heroes are Made 
HOT: Heroes of Time 
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WHAM: Where Heroes are Made 

●  Teacher intensive 
○  Confidence RPG, game 

mastering, writing & 
illustrating 

○  Rapid gear-changing 
○  Retain momentum 

 
 



WHAM: Where Heroes are Made 
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WHAM: Where Heroes are Made- Other 
Solutions: KQED Learn, StoriumEdu.com 

●  Teacher  
○ Writing  
○  Rapid gear-changing 
○  Retain momentum 

 
All of these, you do anyway! 
 
 





What is KQED?

KQED serves educators and students nationwide by 
providing free high-quality resources that strengthen media 
literacy skills, empower youth voice and encourage civil 
discourse.  

As a nonprofit and a leader in media innovation, KQED 
provides standards-aligned classroom content and 
professional development courses that educators can trust. 

kqed.org/education




KQED Learn

A safe, online space for students to practice 
civic discourse and media literacy skills 
with peers nationwide. 



Students build core competencies with standards-aligned activities 
like 

●  Evidence-based, media-rich discussions, inspired by Above the 
Noise episodes


●  Media-making challenges on national topics important to youth



kqed.learn.org
















Make connections! 



StoriumEdu.com 
 
●  Standards aligned 
●  Educator created 
●  Student engagement 
●  Collaboration 
●  Communication 
●  Creativity 
●  Game-based environment 







































ASSESSMENT 
 
Revisit Goals, Not Expectations 
• Standards 
• Collaboration, Communication, Creativity (Critical Thinking) 
 
Consider single point rubrics 
Consider class discussions about assessment prior to, 
during, and end of unit 
Consider growth mindset 
Consider joy of writing, working together, creating 
something new and original 













RESOURCES: 

https://Storiumedu.com 
https://bayareawritingproject.org/ 
https://www.nwp.org/ 
https://thegameacademy.org/ 
http://www.jeffbrainart.com/education-resources.html 
@jeffbrain7 
----- 
https://bit.ly/3dZrYYs 
jeffbrain@comcast.net 
https://bit.ly/2HuN8l5 
 


